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The Vancouver Gardening and Urban 
Agriculture Survey, Research Overview 

Ø Part of a larger study looking at Urban Agriculture in Portland, OR 
and Vancouver, BC 
Ø Dr. Nathan McClintock (PSU) and Dr. Eugene McCann (SFU) 

Ø Survey of gardening sent to over 3000 households in 4 
Vancouver neighborhoods (Strathcona, Renfrew Collingwood, 
Grandview Woodlands and Kerrisdale). 

ØAsked about both household and community gardening 
Ø Contacted approx. 30 community gardens to complete the 

survey.  
Ø Conducted two focus groups with community gardeners from 5 

gardens.  



Research Questions 

1. Who participates in community gardening?
2. What are their gardening practices?    
3. What motivates people to join a community 

garden? 
4. What are their experiences?  
5. What are the primary issues for community 

gardeners? 
6. How can the city support community 

gardening?  



Survey Overview , Who participates in 
Community Gardening?  

Ø 55 surveys received from 9 gardens in or adjacent to 
target neighborhoods. 

Ø Survey respondents were an average age of 49 and 
were predominantly female (68%)

Ø The majority of respondents were Caucasian (91%), 6% 
were Chinese 

Ø Tended to have low incomes and live in small 
households (single adult living alone).  

Ø Usually live in multifamily housing (apartment or 
townhouse)



Gardening practices 

´Nearly all respondents (95%) 
grow food in their plots, and 
report eating a fairly significant 
amount of the produce they 
grow

´41% responded that between 
10% and 25% of their 
household’s fruit and 
vegetables come from their 
garden during the growing 
season. 



Why people participate in Community 
Gardening

Table 18:  Top 5 Reasons for Growing Food
1 Access to fresh produce 
2 Recreation 
3 Know food source
4 Sustainability 
5 Environmental reasons  



Motivations for Community Gardeners 

´One respondent commented that they gardened 
to “meet neighbours, enjoy nature…[I] enjoy 
respite and therapy of gardening.”  

´Another wrote, “Access to organic food, [to] teach 
my child where food comes from, [and for] 
recreation.” 

´And another explained, “[To] be closer to nature, 
grow herbs, community networking, learn more 
about local farming.” 



Community gardening experiences 

´The vast majority of community gardeners surveyed 
are either very satisfied (54%) or satisfied (37%) with 
their experience with community gardening.  

´The primary negative issues that gardeners 
experience were:
´ loss of produce through vandalism and stealing 

(26%), 
´conflicts with other users of the park (15%)
´the need for volunteers (10%).



How to improve the gardening 
experience?  

´Suggestions for improving 
the experience of 
community gardening 
include: 
´reducing theft (29%);
´better organization (20%)
´better participation in 

communal activities such 
as work parties (20%).  



How can the City/Park Board Better Support 
Community gardening?  

´When asked what kind of support the City 
could provide to community gardeners, the 
most frequent responses were: 
´ make more gardening space available (51%); 
´ better access to gardening supplies through 

grants or other mechanisms (42%);
´ education or workshops on issues related to 

gardening (20%). 



Need for more community gardens 

´Several respondents noted the often-long wait-
lists for community garden plots, with some waits 
lasting for more than a year.  

´For example, one person suggested that there be 
“more gardens throughout the city, make them 
accessible to low income families who struggle to 
provide healthy food for their families, involve 
schools, teach the children.”



Summary
´ Most community gardeners enjoy their experience with 

community gardening.  
´ They garden for access to fresh produce, to socialize, for 

recreation, to teach children about food and for 
environmental and sustainability reasons.  

´ Yet, there are ongoing issues that gardeners face such as 
loss of produce due to theft or vandalism, challenges in 
organizing the garden and the need to encourage all 
gardeners to volunteer their time in garden management 
and upkeep.  

´ There is also a need for more gardens in the city, given long 
waitlists, especially in low-income and dense 
neighborhoods.  


